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GOOD

There are many days that I wake 
up and I wonder what God is doing.  
Today is no exception.  As I look 
back on what He has done this past 
year with our ministry:

I am excited!  I love seeing 
what God allowed us to do through 
Him.  I love hearing the stories of 
life change.  I love hearing about 
churches that continued their 
mininstry long after Garments of 
Praise left.  I love knowing of the 
salvations!

I am anxious!  I know this isn’t 
a Biblical trait, but I am just being 
honest with you.   I find myself say-
ing “OK God, What’s Next? Where 
do we go next?”  I’m amazed at how 
many workers we are having come 
to the warehouse to help.  I am 
amazed how we NEVER run out of 

THE WAREHOUSE
IS FULL!

Notice this guy’s shirt?  
He’s in Mexico!

In September of this year, 
Rodney Caldwell was able to take 
a trip down to Reynosa,  Mexico 
and meet with Pastor Martin Car-
bajal.  Among the many    min-
istry opportunities that Rodney 
was able to explore, one of his 
purposes for this trip was to de-
termine the feasibility of us get-
ting some of our clothes down to 
Pastor Martin to help people in 
need down there!  Will you be in 
prayer with us as to how we can 
meet those needs of the Mexi-
can people?  

We love the flexibility of 
this ministry to be able to help       
people all around the world!  
Let us know if we can help 
you with clothes for your next              
international mission trip.

clothes!   Normally we don’t start a 
calendar year with so many clothes 
in the warehouse, but this year, we 
are literally bursting at the seams!  
What does this mean God?  

I am burdened! I am ready to 
make an even larger impact for    
Jesus Christ in 2019 than ever be-
fore.  The more time I spend read-
ing the news or talking to people 
in our culture, I am burdened by 
their lostness. I am burdened that 
they have no hope!  I am burdened,  
that as believers in Jesus Christ, we 
oftentimes do nothing for those 
hurting around us.  

God, how are we going to 
make am impact for you this 
year?  I don’t know what you are 
up to, but the warehouse is full, 
and we don’t have any events 
scheduled for 2019... what do 
you have in mind?  I know you 
have done this before... will you 
do it again?

CELEBRATING
OUR 6th YEAR!
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Many of our long-
time Garments of Praise 
workers (Jay & Kay 
Scribner; Les, Tammy, 
and Eli Carpenter; Mark, 
Jaime, and the kids) had 
the awesome opportunity 
this summer to minister 
to a very diverse group 
of immigrant workers in 
the Branson area.  We 
would meet with them on 
Tuesday nights and lead 
a Bible Study, sing songs, 
eat, and fellowship.  

These workers were 
from Jamaica, India, 
Mexico,  and Puerto Rico.  

It was not uncommon to 
need multiple translators 
each evening!  They all 
live in a trailer park type 
village and the majority of 
them have only transpor-
tation to and from work.

After our event this 
summer at Mountain 
Grove, MO, several of the 
workers loaded up some 
of the excess boxes to 
bring them down to these 
new friends.  It was neat 
to watch their excitement 
of receiving new clothes.  
One of the men did a 
Facetime call with his 

girlfriend so she could 
pick out some clothes for 
him to send her!  These 
workers only stay in the 
US for 9 months and 
will then load all of their 
items (including their new 
clothes from Garments 
of Praise) in a barrel and 
ship it back to their home 
country.

We are grateful to 
have crossed paths with 
these people and to 
share Jesus with them!

OUR SMALLEST GARMENTS OF PRAISE EVER!
GETTING THE 

WORD OUT ABOUT 
GARMENTS

On July 13th, Garments 
of Praise was honored to 
be able to share about 
our ministry with the                      
1millionstories.org One-
Day Evangelism Conference 
called RIGHTnow.  We had 
the opportunity to talk to 
those in attendance about 
our ministry and how they 
can have us come to their 
church.  

Pastor Matt Clough 
from Fellowship West in 
Bonner Springs, KS, was 
one of the speakers of the 
event.  We really appreciate 
Matt’s public support of our              
ministry.  Matt spent much 
of his speaking time telling 
the conference about his 
success with our events!   
Thanks Pastor Matt!

WE NEED MORE 
EVENTS FOR 2019! 
Could you help us get 
the word out? Do you 
know of any churches 
that would benefit from 
having an event? Can you 
put them in contact with 
us?

TOOTHBRUSHES TO CAMBODIA
In Febuary of this year, I saw a 

Facebook post of a friend of mine 
named Pete Livingston.  Pete is a 
missionary in Cambodia.  Among 
other things, he and his wife help 
rescue people from human traffic-
ing!  On this post, Pete expressed 
the need for people to donate the 
money for 300 toothbrushes and 
toothpaste for some elementary kids 
at a local school they work at.  

I didn’t even have to think about 
whether or not we should help!  
Garments of Praise donated all of 
the toothbrushes and toothpaste 
for this request.   Some of you might 
be asking... what does dental hy-

giene have to do with Garments of 
Praise?  Besides helping the poor 
and needy... not much.

However, it was Pete Livingston 
who called my office 6 years ago to 
tell me about a company who might 
have some clothes to give away!  I 
sure am glad he did!  Paying back in 
toothbrushes was the least we could 
do!   :-)
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A DREAM COME TRUE

When Steve Barnes with Len-
exa Baptist Church booked us for 
a March event and told me it was 
going to be a joint event with Steve 
Smith and Focus on Missions, I was 
extatic!  Focus on Missions is a min-
instry out of Arnold, Missouri, that 
does outreach events like we do, 
except instead of clothes, they hand 
out eyeglasses.  As I understand it, 
Focus on Missions began by doing 
these giveaways mostly in Mexico, 
but now does them stateside as well.   

When we started our ministry 6 
years ago, we patterned our events 
after how we had seen them done 
through Focus on Missions.  I just 
took the same principles I learned in 
watching one of their events, and I 
just changed the glasses to clothes.  

“I have known Steve Smith 
with Focus on Missions for 
more than 10 years.  His min-
istry is who we patterned our 
events after!”  -Mark Scribner

AMAZING WORK 
GROUPS!!!

God has blessed us this year 
with many workers to help us 
sort our clothes!  From individ-
uals, to families, to churches, 
to schools... we have so many 
clothes and we COULD NOT do 
this ministry without the many 
volunteers who come and help!

Fellowship West 
Bonner Springs, KS

DUSTIN, JEFF, and JAMIE (bur-
ied in the picture below) are on 

our board of directors.  
We appreciate them!

For the past several years, I have 
told my board of directors and 
friends of the mininstry how much 
I would love to do a joint event with 
Focus.  This year we got to do that!  
It was great to see people get the gift 
of sight, the gift of clothes, and the 
gift of salvation all in the same place!

I have always loved Steve’s heart 
for people and his heart for the 
Lord.  I am honored to call this man 
my friend and to do ministry along-
side him!

Ada First Baptist Church
Ada, OK



A LIVING EXAMPLE
OF ISAIAH 61

I’d like for you to meet my new friend, Julie. I first 
met Julie last year (2017) at Mt. Grove First Baptist 
Church at our GOP event we held there. When I saw 
her again this year (2018) as we were invited back 
to Mt. Grove, she said to me, “I have given up drugs, 
drinking, and smoking and Garments of Praise was 
a big part of that!” Julie’s life has been transformed 
because of the love of Christ being displayed to her. 
I have asked her to share her story and how our Gar-
ment Giveaway impacted her spiritual growth.

Julie admits that she had made some bad choic-
es early in her life and lived a rebellious lifestyle be-
cause of her being violated at a young age. She felt 
this was her fault and that she was so “dirty” that 
God couldn’t possibly love her. She began to meet 
and run with people who accepted her, but they 
were on drugs and introduced drugs to Julie.

These friends told her “it’s ok just to be ‘you’.” But 
Julie says now, “I didn’t even know who ‘you’ was. 
You don’t know who you are supposed to be until 
you meet your Maker and find out who He has made 
you to be.”

Fast forward several years, and six children later, 
Julie is realizing her life is a chaotic mess and she 
needed to straighten up. After spending some time 
in prison, she eventually was able to get her children 
back, but she was still living in sin.

First Baptist Church Mt. Grove had Vacation Bible 
School in the summer of 2016 and her children went 
to that Bible school. Thinking back to when she 
went to pick her children up at the church, she says, 
“When I walked in, I knew it felt good and whatever 
that was, I wanted to feel better. I began to sense 
on the inside that this was where I needed to be – in 
church.

I asked the church if they had a bus ministry and 
they said they didn’t have one, so we weren’t able 
to get a ride to church.

The next summer (2017) my children went to VBS 
again and I asked once again if there was a bus min-
istry. When the pastor said no they didn’t have one, I 
asked if they could start one – and they did!”

Julie states, “I began to go to church because I 
felt drawn there. They had started a bus ministry 
just because I asked them. When I went to church, 
I felt better. I stopped listening to any other music 
besides gospel music. Songs inspired me to ‘give 
it all up.’ I came home one day and knew I wasn’t 
living right. I could sense God saying, ‘I have plans 
for you!’

I stopped doing drugs and listened to what re-
spected people in the church were saying. A Sunday 
School teacher gave an illustration of being a bad 
witness by buying alcohol. “I had already given up 
drinking, but I was smoking, so I gave up my ciga-
rettes,” Julie admits.

Julie says that now she is working on her physical 
self to be a good testimony for others. “I want to live 
so others can see it’s possible for them too,” Julie 

JULIE WHITTIER 

exclaimed, “I don’t want God to put me off, so I quit putting 
God off! I want to raise my children so that they see integrity 
and courage in my life.”

Right after that Vacation Bible School event in 2017, the 
church had scheduled a Great Garment Giveaway. Julie 
says she immediately began to get excited about how the 
church continued to reach out to others in various ways. 
That meant a lot to her. When the Garment Giveaway was 
explained to her, that they would be giving away brand 
new clothing, she knew that was something she wanted to 
be involved in. She remembers saying, “I can do that! I like 
clothing. Everyone likes clothing!”

She saw the Garments of Praise event as an opportuni-
ty to feel like she was a part of the body of Christ, not just 
sitting in and observing what others were doing. “It made 
me feel like I could be a part of what Christ’s bride should 
do. I knew I wanted to do that. The lift spiritually I got from 
helping with the Garment Giveaway was better than any 
drug you could possibly imagine. It felt good to give my time 
and spend time in the presence of the Lord’s work,” Julie 
acknowledges.

“My involvement in the Garments of Praise encouraged 
me throughout year. I had some down times this past year, 
but when I found out that we were giving clothes away 
again in 2018, it lifted me up and encouraged me to keep 
going. I enjoy helping by giving away clothes to others.”

Julie sums up her testimony by saying, “My reward is the 
joy I get from it. I’m less stressed when I’m doing something 
for God.”

Julie knows her spiritual journey is a continual process. 
She still resides in Mt. Grove and is a powerful testimony of 
how a bus ministry – a church that loves and disciples – and 
a Great Garment Giveaway has impacted her life and The 
Kingdom!



SCRIBNERFAMILYUPDATE

Garments of Praise is 
where it is today because 

of the great support of 
our friends and family!  
We wouldn’t have made 

it this far without you all!

Hello Friends and Supporters!  
What a great year that 2018 has been 
for our family!   We hope it has been 
for you!  We are enjoying living in 
Branson near both of our parents.  
The kids love getting to spend time 
with both sets of grandparents, and 
Jaime and I love the free babysitters!  

Speaking of babysitters, it looks 
like we are going to needing an 
acutal BABY sitter come April of 2019.  
Jaime is pregnant!   We are excited to 
meet this new little one.  (we don’t 
know the gender as of the printing 
of this update, but we should know 
soon!)

Jaime is still homeschooling the 
children and Mark is still working as 
Chief of Staff at a multi-discipline 
medical clinic!  Andy is in a Lego 
league, Sophie and Sam played soc-
cer, and Toby is coming into his own 
discovering that he is no longer going 
to be the youngest!  

Thanks for your continued prayers 
for our family.  We need them!   
Please continue to pray for me (Mark) 
as I still am having some issues with 
my health that are left over from my 
automobile accident in 2015.  Please 
pray for Jaime and the baby over the 
next several months!  Please pray for 
our children that they will continue to 
grow in their knowledge and under-
standing of what it means to know 

Additional Events- 
more opportunities to 
giveaway clothes in 
2019.

Larger or Additional 
Warehouse Space- We 
are in need of more or 
additional space.

Salvations- that 
through our events 
people would hear the 
life-changing message 
of Jesus Christ.

Faithful Workers- that 
we would have con-
sistent and faithful 
workers to help sort 
and process clothes.

Financial Support- 
whether from church-
es, businesses, or 
individuals that we 
would have more 
people partner with us 
financially than ever 
before!BABY SCRIBNER #5

Coming April 2019

and love God!
Thank you for your support of us 

and Garments of Praise financial-
ly!  Your giving helps to pay for our 
warehouse space, utilities, supplies, 
and more.  Garments of Praise is 
where it is today because of the great 
support of our friends and family!  We 
wouldn’t have made it this far with-
out you all!  Can you believe we have 
been doing this for 6 years together?

Thank you for loving us!  Thank 
you for loving this ministry!  Thank  
you for the prayers.

IF YOU AREN’T ONE OF OUR 
FINANCIAL AND/OR PRAYER 
PARTNERS, WOULD YOU CON-
SIDER BECOMING ONE THIS 
YEAR?  God seems to be open-
ing up some big doors, and we 
need your help to walk through!

2019 
Prayer 
Needs


